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Claims 1-6 are pending. 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "15" has been used to designate both a "slide" (moving; 
see fig. 2) and a fixed element in figure 1 . 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet 
submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as 
either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121 (d). If the 
changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of 
any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings 
will not be held in abeyance. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-3, 5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Benoit (U. S. Pat. No. 2,586,144) in view of Delcroix (U. S. Pat. No. 5,437,304). 

The patent to Benoit discloses a "... valve for controlling the distribution of a... of 
pumpable materials, comprising: a stationary disk (plate 10); a slide (29) arranged for 
movement between different positions on the stationary disk (10); a slide moving means 
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(4) connected to the slide (29); the slide (29) having a (single) outlet... (49) in a row; 
(the) outlet opening (49) having a protruding tubular connection element (26) on a 
downstream side of the slide (29); each of the tubular connection elements (26) having 
a free end for releasable connection to a conduit (20); the stationary disk (10) having at 
least two parallel rows of openings (41 ) corresponding to the row of outlet openings (45) 
of the slide (29); a tubular inlet element (11,12) connected to each opening (41 ) on a 
reverse, upstream side of the stationary disk (10); and each row of openings in the 
stationary disk (10) being arranged perpendicularly to the direction of movement of the 
slide (29)" as recited in claim 1. 

Thus the patent to Benoit discloses all the claimed features with the exception of 
having a plurality of valve devices arranges so as to form a plurality of rows of outlets, 
each device having the respective plate 29 connected to the next adjacent plate 29 so 
as to be operated simultaneously, forming a device controlling the flow of a plurality of 
independent fluid lines each between a single connection, such as at 6 of Benoit and a 
plurality of connections, such as at 1 1 and 1 2 of Benoit. 

The patent to Delcroix discloses that it is known in the art to employ a plurality of 
valve devices, such as at independent valves 5 and 6, located adjacent to one another 
with their respective valve heads, at 12 and 24 mechanically connected to each other so 
as to be moved simultaneously by a single actuator, 31 , for the purpose of forming a 
valve device that controls the flow of independent fluid lines between a single 
connection, such as at 1 1 , 20 of Delcroix, and a plurality of connections, such as at 9, 
1 0 and 1 1 , 1 2 by utilizing a multiple arrangement of the same unitary valve. 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to employ in Benoit a plurality of duplicate valve devices 
of Benoit with their respective valve heads at slide 29 mechanically connected to each 
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other so as to be moved simultaneously, for the purpose of forming a valve device that 
controls the flow of independent fluid lines between a single connection, such as at 6 of 
Benoit, and a plurality of connections, such as at 1 1 , 1 2 of Benoit by utilizing a multiple 
arrangement of the same unitary valve as recognized by Delcroix. 

Regarding claim 2, in the device of the combination, "the number of rows of inlet 
openings (such as at the plurality of openings at 1 1 , 1 2, as duplicated) are 2-4, while the 
number of rows of outlet openings (the slide 29 would be connected to, as duplicated) 
are 1-2" as recited. 

Regarding claim 3, in the device of the combination, to space "the axial distance 
between the rows of the stationary disk (to be) at least twice the diameter of the 
openings" would have been an obvious matter of design choice to do, since such a 
modification would have involved a mere change in the size of a component. A change 
in size is generally recognized as being within the level of ordinary skill in the art. In re 
Rose, 105 USPQ 237 (CCPA 1955). Clearly in Benoit, there is a certain "size" of 
spacing between the openings 41 , as duplicated to form "rows". To assert a certain 
size, without establishing the criticality of such dimension, is certainly no more than a 
change in size relative to Benoit, as modified. 

Regarding claim 5, in the device of the combination, "the slide (29) has parallel 
side edges perpendicular to the row of outlet openings (41), engaging two parallel 
guides (formed by plate 10, plate 35 and closure 37 on opposite sides of the slide 29), 
each adjoining an edge for guiding the movement of the slide (29 on the carrier (1 0)" as 
recited. 

Regarding claim 6, in the device of the combination, "at least two carrier units 
(read on any two sections of the top and bottom guide as defined above are) on each 
side edge of the slide (29) to movably engage the guides" as recited. 
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Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Benoit 
(U. S. Pat. No. 2,586,144) in view of Delcroix (U. S. Pat. No. 5,437,304) as applied to 
claims 1-3, 5 and 6 above, further in view of McKinnis (U. S. Pat. No. 6,145,247). 

The patent to Benoit, as modified by Delcroix, discloses all the claimed features 
with the exception of having "each opening of the carrier... surrounded by an annular 
groove facing the slide, an annular gasket member being inserted into each groove." 

The patent to McKinnis discloses that it is known in the art to employ in a fluid 
diverter valve device in the fixed portion at body 24 a groove receiving seals 62, mating 
with a surface of the moving valve element 44 for the purpose of perfecting fluid tight 
closure between the cooperating moving and fixed surfaces. 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to employ in Benoit, as modified by Delcroix, a groove in 
plate 10 about each opening 41 in plate(s) 10) receiving a separate seal therein for the 
purpose of perfecting fluid tight closure between the cooperating moving and fixed 
surfaces of the valve element(s) as recognized by McKinnis. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JOHN RIVELL whose telephone number is (571)272- 
4918. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. from 6:00am-2:30pm (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Greg Huson can be reached on (571) 272-4887. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/John Rivell/ 
John Rivell 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3753 
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